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KALGOORLIE–BOULDER EARTHQUAKE 

Statement by Minister for Emergency Services 

MR R.F. JOHNSON (Hillarys — Minister for Emergency Services) [9.12 am]: As we are seeing with 
increasing frequency, a major emergency can occur at any time and in any place. As members would be well 
aware, at 8.17 am on Tuesday, a magnitude 5 earthquake occurred about two kilometres south of the Kalgoorlie 
city centre. In addition, 15 minor aftershocks have been reported. It was the strongest earthquake ever recorded 
in the area. 

Soon after it received the notification, the Fire and Emergency Services Authority, as the hazard management 
agency, coordinated the response process, activating its regional and state operations centres. A number of 
houses and buildings sustained varying degrees of damage, particularly those in the Boulder shopping and 
business precinct. Thankfully, there were only minor injuries with no loss of life. FESA and the City of 
Kalgoorlie–Boulder have flown in a team of five structural engineers to assist two local engineers to undertake a 
risk assessment of the damaged buildings over the next few days. Until damaged buildings are assessed by 
engineers and declared safe, between 60 to 100 public and commercial buildings and a number of streets have 
been closed in the area Unfortunately, local landmarks and heritage buildings were among those damaged. 

The Department for Child Protection has arranged temporary housing for 30 people. The majority of those 30 
people were workers who were living in the various hotels that were affected. As the response continues and 
buildings are deemed safe, roads are being reopened so that business owners can return to their work. Some local 
schools were closed due to damage. Boulder Primary School was the worst hit with damage to four classrooms. 

The City of Kalgoorlie–Boulder has activated its local recovery committee to oversee the recovery process. It 
has also established a one-stop shop in the Boulder area to provide the affected community a single point of 
contact for information and advice.  

The government is committed to community safety and recovery, and while risk assessment of the building 
damage is ongoing, it is too early to determine whether the incident meets the eligibility criteria under the 
Western Australian natural disaster relief and recovery arrangements. The full extent of the damage may not be 
known for several weeks. 

I commend the prompt action of all those involved in the response to this emergency. 
 


